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IMPRESSIONS OF A COMMUNITY

SPIRE STELAE:

This book is a celebration of North York’s vibrant community!  
Thank you to everyone who contributed their special 

mementos towards the creation of Peter Powning’s Spire Stelae 
and the creation of this book.

This book includes a select collection from the mementos 
brought to community casting sessions cooordinated by the 

artist, Options for Homes and the North York Historical Society.  
The entire collection can be seen online at 

http://nyhs.ca/CranbrookeSculptures.pdf
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DEAR READER,
 

It's an absolute pleasure to have such a beautiful and meaningful 
artwork adorn the streetscape of our new condominium community, 
Cranbrooke Village, at Bathurst Street and Saranac Boulevard.  Peter 
Powning's creativity and vision have brought another layer of 
vibrancy to the community and we're proud to have Cranbrooke 
Village be his canvas.
 

Options for Homes is celebrating its 20th year of creating 
communities.  We're a non-profit development consultant and we 
provide special, down payment financing for our homeowners to help 
families get into homeownership, up to 10 years sooner than they 
otherwise could.  Options organizations are working across Canada 
and abroad and have provided 6,500 families with homes to date.
 

I am so proud that one of our developments is home to community-
inspired art.  Enjoy your read through the process and the community 
mementos that make up Peter Powning’s Spire Stelae.
 

Sincerely,

Michel Labbé, President and CEO
Options For Homes Non-Profit Corporation

468 QUEEN ST. E., SUITE 310, P.O. BOX 28, TORONTO, ON M5A 1T7
WEBSITE: OPTIONSFORHOMES.CA     EMAIL: OFFICE@OPTIONSFORHOMES.CA
TEL: (416)867-1501     FAX: (416)867-1743     

20 
YEARSCreating communities for

PHOTO OF CRANBROOKE VILLAGE BY RAYMOND CHOW, 2014.



2

Working with Peter Powning, as he gathered material for the Spire Stelae sculptures at the 
Cranbrooke Village condominium, has been a pleasure. It is clear, from both the concept of the 
artwork and from Peter's interaction with all the people involved, that he is enthusiastic about 
involving the community in creating the “cultural mulch” for the bronze reliefs which clad 
these sculptures. Every person, who contributed artifacts for the castings, was treated by Peter 
with respect and attention. He not only worked to capture the best images of the objects 
people brought, but also took a genuine interest and delight in the reasons why each item had 
been chosen. In addition, he discussed, with many contributors, the best way to capture the 
image for the casting and was always willing to patiently explain the steps in the process to 
any who were interested.

The material was gathered in seven casting sessions. Three sessions where held at the Barbara 
Frum Library, which is in the area where the sculptures will be installed. Two sessions were held 
at local schools, also in the area. One session, sponsored by the North York Historical Society, 
was held at Gibson House Museum, close to the downtown area of North York and to public 
transit. The seventh session was held at the offices of Archaeological Services Inc. which did a 
series of digs on the property to assess the archaeological significance of the site.

Introduction
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The press release, issued to invite participants to the casting sessions, said: 

”The people of North York are invited to participate in a public sculpture coming to 
Bathurst Street and Saranac Boulevard next June by providing personal artifacts to be 
casted and included in the sculpture.  Join us for the public casting sessions … and 
have your memento featured in a new public art piece.  

The objects can be of historical or personal significance and essentially can be anything 
small enough to carry to the “impression gathering” sessions. In other projects people 
have brought special buttons, horseshoes, old nails, kids toys, jewelry, false teeth, school 
bells, military and sports medals, old china, watches, dolls, shoes, musical instruments, 
cell phones, cassette tapes and more. 

The objects will be treated with care and each item will be used to make an impression 
in soft clay covered with a silicone membrane that protects the object from getting 
dirty. This all happens while the owner observes the process. The item is then given 
back to the owner right there, we don't need to keep them and the process takes a 
matter of minutes.

The accumulated impressions become the content for a sculpture relief that the artist 
refers to as “cultural mulch” that is cast in bronze and becomes a vital part of the 
sculpture. The total effect is that the community defines itself through the combination 
of artifacts represented in the bronze relief. As a participant you will be able to find the 
object that you provide in the public sculpture which will be unveiled in June 2014.”
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And people came to the casting sessions!! A total of 112 individuals brought items to include in the 
“cultural mulch”. The variety and 'personality' of the items that were presented by the contributors 
was amazing. Many of the youngest participants brought cherished items that were given to them 
by family members. But it wasn't just the young who brought family treasures. Many of the artifacts 
were items of special significance because of family connections (tools of my father or given to me 
by my aunt before I left for Canada). Other young contributors brought trophies they had won or a 
first pair of shoes (ballet, soccer). 

There were a significant number of historical artifacts presented to be cast. These included such 
things as the Surveyor's Chain, which is displayed at Gibson House, a hinge from the door of an 
early jail cell that was located at Osgoode Hall and a plaque from an early bridge over Black Creek.

The large number of artifacts that came from distant places shows the rich diversity that makes up 
the “cultural mulch” of North York. Many of the family items, which people brought to contribute, 
were from lands and places which are fondly remembered because of family ties that exist there. It 
is well worth reading the comments of the contributors to see the scope of the participation of the 
community in this public art project. The inclusion of this documentation as a part of the project 
ensures that the slice of life represented by the contributions will remain as a reminder of the 
meaning of these sculptures for future generations.

Peter Powning must be commended for creating sculptures that truly incorporate the concept of 
public art.

Bill Aird, President
The North York Historical Society



5

DICK GOLDTHORPE, 
NORTH YORK 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HORSESHOE 
From Osgoode Hall's old 
south wall foundation. 
Dug up from the original 
foundations.

EDITH GEDULD
GRAHAM BRIDGE PLAQUE 1920
The Graham Bridge was erected in 
1920 on Maple Leaf Drive as it crosses 
Black Creek. At that time, the area was 
part of the old Township of York. The 
area became part of North York when 
that township was established, in 
1922. The original bridge has since 
been replaced. Following 
amalgamation and municipal 
restructuring, in 1998, the bridge was 
part of the Humber-York community 
and later the Toronto West community. 
Because of its historical significance, 
the plaque is best suited as part of the 
historical collection of the former City 
of North York. It was recovered by the 
Scarborough Historical Society, from a 
private collection, and donated to the 
North York Historical Society in 2004.

LINDA COBON
WALL PLAQUE
Celebrating the 60th anniversary 
of Confederation 1867-1927. The 
1920’s are when residential homes 
began to be built in the area.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES INC.
ARTIFACTS
From archaeological dig conducted by ASI at 
the site of Asbury and West United Church.

Foundations

DICK GOLDTHORPE, 
NORTH YORK 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HINGE FROM OSGOODE 
JAIL CELL DOOR
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GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM, 
DORRIE BILLICH, CURATOR
SURVEYOR'S CHAIN
This is an old tool, made of silver 
links and brass, used to measure the 
dimensions of land. The chain is 
intended to represent David Gibson, 
a surveyor by profession, as well as 
the themes of immigration and 
early community development. 
Many of today's road patterns, like 
Yonge Street, Sheppard and Finch 
Avenues, were laid out in original 
surveys, using surveyor’s chains.

ALAN MCKENZIE
SHIP’S CARPENTER'S TOOLS CIRCA 1885 - CHISELS
“These artifacts belong to the McKenzie family, members of Asbury and 
West United Church. These belong to Harry Browning, my maternal 
grandfather who was a ship's carpenter in the 1880’s.”

GEOFF GEDULD
WOODEN HANDLED AWL - 1880

Building History

EDITH GEDULD
STABLE HARDWARE - 1950’s AT 
GREEN MEADOWS
Green Meadows, located at 5365 
Leslie Street, is a fine example of a 
domestic building, constructed in 
the Colonial Revival style. 
Distinctively, it draws on elements 
from Georgian, Greek Revival and 
Neoclassic buildings that were 
constructed along the eastern areas 
of the United States and Upper 
Canada during the late 18th and 
first half of the 19th century.
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DICK GOLDTHORPE, 
NORTH YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1916 CHEVY HUBCAP
Chevrolet originally built in Toronto.

Tools

JEAN HILL
BLOWTORCH - 70 YEARS OLD
“Came from Scotland. It 
represents my husband's life, who 
was an electrician and used this 
torch for soldering.”

GEOFF GEDULD
SCREWDRIVER 4" CIRCA 1900
“These tools were part of my father’s 
handyman tool kit.”

DICK GOLDTHORPE, 
NORTH YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SHOTGUN SHELL LOADER

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
BUTTON CLEANING TOOL - MILITARY

DICK GOLDTHORPE, 
NORTH YORK 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
POWDER FLASK
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Treasure

ASHLEY & ANDREW CHENG
WOODEN BOX - 2013 
“This box was used to hold our 
wedding rings on our
wedding day.”

VANESSA STOBY & LISA HALEY
TWO WATCHES TOGETHER IN TIME 
“It symbolized spending the rest of 
our time together.”

F. CLAVENIER
GOLD BRACELET - 2005
GOLD RING - 1997
“I gave this bracelet to my mother 
and she gave it back to me before 
she passed away. The ring is my
mother's, her gift to me.”

LOUISE COBON
SILVER LOCKET & CHAIN
Engraved “To Mom with love, 
1989”.  “Locket given to my mom by 
all her children, in 1989. She has 
worn it every day since. She is now 
90 years old.”

ANTHONY LEWIS
POCKET WATCH - 1850’s
“Got it as a wedding gift a year ago.”

GINNIE LAU & STEVEN SZKOK
WEDDING RINGS - 2008
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ROBERTA WOODS
GOVERNOR GENERAL'S ACADEMIC GOLD MEDAL
“Awarded for highest standing in academic work at the Master's level at the University of Manitoba in 2000. I was 
unable to attend university following school but had the chance to enter the mature student programme at the 
University of Winnipeg. After graduating with an Honours Degree in History, I continued my studies at the 
graduate level in a joint History programme, shared by the University of Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba.”

HENIE FRANCES
JESSIE KETCHUM AWARD
“Given to me at King Edward 
Public School in 1958 for 
diligence, attendance, good 
conduct, etc. It was my first 
special award (one of two given in 
a class of about 28-32 students).”

ROBERT MAZZATTO
EDDIE BAUER WATCH
“This was the first 'real' watch I have 
owned and I still wear it even though 
it has been worn down, scratched, etc.”

CONSTANCE SHEWALTER
1938 SILVER MEDALLIONS
“Hunter's Improvement and National Light 
Horse Breeding Society. These two 
medallions were won by my father as a 
breeder at the Royal Winter Fair.”
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ROBIN WOODS
SILVER  TEASPOON AND TABLESPOON   
Tablespoon - London, circa 1813. Teaspoon - 
London, circa 1828. “I collected these spoons in the 
1970’s. I used the teaspoon to stir my tea and the 
tablespoon for my breakfast cereal for many years.”

Dining

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-
PATTERSON
SILVER BUTTER DISH
“When in use, the lid hangs from the 
ornate top bar. Used by my 
grandmother (1894-1988) and
great-grandmother (1854-1940).”

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-
PATTERSON
THREE SILVER FRUIT SPOONS 
DATED 1847, 1835 AND 1910
“Items used by my grandmother 
(1894-1988) and great-
grandmother (1854-1940).”

SUE MUNRO & GUINEVERE 
BELYEA-MUNRO
TEAPOT 2012
“We share a love of tea - it's one of 
the things we do together and ‘tea’ 
says ‘comfort’ and ‘home”.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES INC.
FORK
From archaeological dig conducted 
by ASI at the site of Asbury and West 
United Church.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES INC.
POTTERY SHARD
From archaeological dig conducted 
by ASI at the site of Asbury and West 
United Church.
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In The Kitchen

SAM BROOKS
WOODEN SPOON
“I chose this item because it 
represents my new found passion in 
life. I discovered my love for baking 
by taking my first baking class at 
George Brown College.”

JANICE SMALL
HANDLE FROM WOOD COOKING STOVE
“It was a stove in our family cottage that 
was passed down from grandparents to 
my parents to my sister and I.”

ELIZABETH MCQUILLAN
CROWN SEALERS
Dated 1930, from Eaton's 
Toronto-Winnipeg.

SUE MUNRO & 
GUINEVERE 
BELYEA-MUNRO
TEACUP 2012

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES INC.
ARTIFACT
From archaeological dig conducted by 
ASI at the site of Asbury and West 
United Church.
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EMILY (STUDENT)
STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE
“I got it on my sixth birthday 
from my cousin. It is special 
to me because it smells 
good and I like the TV show.”

GABRIELA (STUDENT)
RAPUNZEL MUSIC BOX
“I chose it because it is 
special to me. It sings 
songs when I want to go 
to sleep. My mom gave it 
to me when I was four.”

TALINA (STUDENT)
TRICERATOPS TOY
“I chose it because I really like dinosaurs a lot.”

ROCHELLE (STUDENT)
CHRISTMAS DECORATION
“I love Christmas and it had 
chocolate in it and I love
chocolate. I got it from my 
mother when I was four.”

MACINTOSH (STUDENT)
VIDEO GAME CONTROLLER
“It's one of my favourite toys to play with.”

Childhood 
Memories

KEVIN RUSAN
DELORIAN MODEL 
“From the 1985 movie 
'Back to the Future'. Bought 
in 2005.  It reminds me of 
my childhood as I'd watch 
the movie frequently at my 
grandmother’s.“
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Athletics

ASIA (STUDENT)
POINT SHOES
“I got fitted for my point
shoes in 2011. I am a dancer 
and I dance 14 hours a 
week. My point shoes 
symbolize grace, hardwork 
and to never give up.”

CHLOE (STUDENT)
BASEBALL 
“I chose the baseball for this 
project because it's my 
favourite sport and it 
represents the Blue Jays.”

DAVID (STUDENT)
SOCCER TROPHY
“I chose it because it is a 
trophy I got the year 
before I got my first goal.”

FRED (STUDENT)
MEDAL - 2013
“I won this medal in kindergarten in 
the Philippines.”

NATALIE (STUDENT)
BRONZE MEDAL
“I chose it because it is my 
first medal and I like running 
because I like exercise.”

KINGSLEY DWORIN
KOBE BASKETBALL SHOE - 2010
“I love basketball and want to be a basketball player.“
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SARAH (STUDENT)
SLIPPER
“I chose it because I got 
it when I was one and 
it's from my mom's 
country Brazil.”

GINNIE LAU & 
STEVEN SZKOK
CANDLE HOLDER- 2012
From the Czech Republic.

Around 
The World

TENZIN LO DOE
SILVER BUTTER LAMP
“For Tibetan rituals. A butter 
lamp, for us Tibetans,
represents removing
darkness and ignorance, in 
order to obtain wisdom. For 
us, it is an auspicious piece 
of our altar, that will be 
with us for generations.”

MIRIAM (STUDENT)
CASSETTE TAPE
“It's special to me because it has nice music 
from Africa, where my mom and dad are from.”

ANNE MCILROY
AFRICAN MASK
“The mask is part of a 
collection which I have 
enjoyed since I studied 
at university.”
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JUNE MENDOZA
SILVER NURSING BUCKLE
“My nursing belt buckle from when I 
qualified as a Registered Nurse, in 
Scotland, in 1959. Full of great 
memories whilst in the profession.”

LOUISE CHAN
DIM SUM STEAMER
“This reminds me of Hong Kong - my 
homeland. When I was a kid, my 
uncles and aunties took me to 
Chinese restaurants every Sunday 
morning to enjoy 'Dim Sum'. Dim Sum 
is still my favourite Sunday brunch 
now that I live in Toronto.”

RALPH BEVVIN
HAMSA
A palm-shaped amulet popular throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa. Depicting the open 
right hand, an image recognized and used as a sign 
of protection in many societies throughout history.

PAK NG
VASE
“A vase that looks like a fish, 
created in China around 1979.
This vase was custom made, 
created in an art studio in China. 
It is a unique piece. It has become 
a centerpiece in our family. We 
moved it from Hong Kong to
Toronto, in 1988. We put flowers 
in it on special occasions. In 
Chinese, fish means good 
harvest; has more than enough.”

MARIELLA GIL
KEY CHAINS
“These objects represent 
presents from my family and 
friends who live overseas.”
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CHIU NG
PORCELAIN VASE
Made in China, over 80 years ago. 
"Fish" in Chinese sounds like"more 
than enough". A jumping fish 
means "going up looking forward".

JULIE CALLAHAN
CARVED WOOD SPOON FROM WALES - 1994
“My closest connection to North York is through my maternal 
great-grandfather. His original farm, after he immigrated to 
Canada from Wales, was located, according to my mother, on 
the site where Yorkdale is now. His son, my great-great-uncle, 
died in WWI. His name is included among the war dead at the 
Memorial Hall Plaque in North York Civic Centre.”

SCOTT BRYCE
ANTIQUE KEY, 1700's OR 1800's
Key was purchased as an antique, 
in Europe 45 years ago.

NATHAN (STUDENT)
TEMPLE IN VIETNAM
“It’s one of the most famous 
towers in Vietnam because it's 
in central Vietnam. I had always 
wanted to go visit Vietnam and 
first visit my family and then go 
see the tower, then it's a dream 
come true!”

MARIAN OLLILA
GLASS BIRDS
“Made in Finland, where I was born. 
They remind me of my heritage.”
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RALPH BEVVIN
ROSE WATER 
HAND SPRINKLER

CHARMAINE RICHARDS
SMALL CROSS 
“For my car windshield. 
This is a representation of 
how Christ has blessed my 
life. I bought the cross for 
my new car that I bought 
because of my new job.”

VITALY SOLDATENKO
STATUE OF AN ANCIENT 
GOD 
From the northern part 
of Russia.

Faith

MYRNA LICO
SAINT MICHAEL FIGURINE
“This figurine was given to 
our family when we were 
immigrating to Canada. 
Saint Michael is believed to 
guide our family in our 
endeavours in Canada.”

ASBURY & WEST UNITED CHURCH
WOODEN BAPTISMAL FONT
Currently in use. A portion of the land, owned by 
the Church, was sold to Options for Homes for the 
construction of the Cranbrooke Village community.

ASBURY & WEST 
UNITED CHURCH
PEACE BELL
Rung each morning 
before church service.
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Family

ABDURAHMAN 
(STUDENT)
NECKLACE
“This is a necklace that I 
made with my mom, my 
brother and my little sister.  
I made a necklace with my 
family because we like 
doing things together.”

ANGELA GITTENS
BABY SHOES - 1982
“My daughter's first shoes.”

BILL AIRD
WEST COAST COMB
“I have family ties to the West 
Coast Native Community.”

JAMES (STUDENT)
BABY BROWNIE CAMERA 
“From the beginning of WWII 
- 1939.  It was given to me by 
my uncle who passed away. I 
also love photography and 
taking pictures.”

JANICE SMALL
WAR MEDALS - WWII
“Princess Louise's
Hussars Regiment 
Emblem. My father's war 
medals from WWII.”
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MATTEO (STUDENT)
SOCCER BALL RADIO HEAD
“My mom got it for me and I 
really like my mom.”

MIN TSING CHANG
LITTLE YELLOW DUCKY - 2013
“My partner's childhood nickname was 
'duck'. I bought a series of ducks for him 
on very special days and this
is one of them. He is the love of my life.”

MICHEL V. ANDERSEN
LIGHTER CIRCA 1955-60
“This lighter belonged to my father who 
died when I was in high school.”

LINDSAY KOLE
SINGLE LENS REFLEX CAMERA
“My camera travels with me all the time and 
has become my symbol of family, friends 
and memories - no matter where I am.”

ANNE MCILROY
PENCIL SHARPENER FROM 
GIBSON HOUSE GIFT STORE
“Our grandson likes to play 
with the pencil sharpener 
and has, since he was less 
than two years old.”



20

Music, Art 
& Hobbies

LOUISE CHAN
YOUNG WOMAN’S FACE
“This was a gift. It reminds me of a 
timeless relationship across time 
and space with my mentor and my 
sculptor love, Al Caravaggio.”

MELISSA NIELSEN
HEADPHONES - 2013
MUSICIAL NOTE -BRASS
“Music is important to me 
because music can express how 
we really feel when words can't.”

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
CAMERA

PIRHA KARP
PLASTIC & WOOL
“Plastic - I made a tablecloth and 
from what I have left I brought 
today. Wool - I am doing crochet 
and other things.”

SCOTT BRYCE
SMALL ABSTRACT FIRED CLAY 
SCULPTURE 
“Made in the 1980's. A sculpture for 
a sculpture.”
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The Artist
PETER POWNING
My intent, with this project, was to create two, related sculptures of a scale that had impact 
from a distance, as well as providing an intimate visual and tactile experience at close range. 
The project offered opportunities for discovery, an enhanced sense of local identity and 
educational opportunities, based on archaeological, historical and contemporary artifacts 
from the site and surrounding area.

A key part of this project was the participation of the community in providing important 
cultural and historical items that have been included in the cast bronze relief. I think of this 
bronze relief as “cultural mulch”,  incorporating artifacts from the historical to the 
contemporary. For me, the central experience in creating the sculptures was meeting people 
at the “artifact gathering” sessions in church halls, museums, libraries and schools. The things 
that people brought to me, for inclusion, all came attached with personal stories and 
memories. The school visits were especially interesting because of the thought that many of 
the kids put into the things they brought to me, for inclusion. 

My intention was that the sculptures would balance content and form in two, dynamic, 
approachable sculptures; that the formal shapes of the sculptures would organize the 
complex relief in a unified, recognizable whole. In close proximity, I wanted the sculptures to 
reveal a material richness, cast in bronze relief, of the layers of cultural content gathered from 
the people and institutions of the community.  From a distance, these sculptures are designed 
to be visible as related landmarks. I used the metaphorical imagery of puzzle pieces to 
represent various parts of the community because a community is like a jigsaw puzzle; it takes 
the many parts of the community to make the whole.

The arts are a fundamental element in defining and understanding communities. My purpose 
in creating the artwork was to provide a visual and tactile narrative that represents the active 
participation of the public in the creation of the sculpture. Public sculpture is an important 
component in symbolizing community. It was an exciting, enriching experience meeting a 
broad range of people in the area, hearing their stories and getting a feel for local history. 
Many, many thanks to all of those who participated and helped to make this project a reality.
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Through research and meetings with community groups I assembled a broad range of impressions from 
materials offered by the public, members of the North York Historical Society, Gibson House Museum and 
gathered from the archaeological inventory at ASI.

Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI) are the custodians of all the artifacts gathered from the building site on 
behalf of the Province. These artifacts were made available by ASI for the purposes of taking impressions. 
Their site report details what they found:

Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment of The Asbury and West United Church Site, 3180 Bathurst Street, Part of 
Lots 6 and 7, Concession 2 WYS and part of Block G, Geographic Township of York, City of Toronto. A total of 
1,627 artifacts were collected at the site. Most of these are parts of larger objects but they represent a rich 
material history of the site, especially when combined with artifacts in museums and in private collections 
in the area.

The North York Historical Society (NYHS) was instrumental in organizing meetings and getting members to 
participate. Bill Aird, president of the NYHS, immediately saw the value of the project and was an 
enthusiastic supporter, putting a great deal of time into making things happen.

THANKS TO
Brad Golden, the public art consultant for this project, for his able guidance and assistance; Jessica Speziale 
and Options For Homes for coordinating the casting sessions, art unveiling celebrations, and public 
relations; Bill Aird and the NYHS for the time, effort and dedication in bringing much of the community's 
rich history forward and for curating the content for this book; Glen Park Public School and Arts Teacher, 
Hedy Minten, and her students from grades SK to 6; Our Lady of Assumption Catholic School Principal 
Sharon Garlow, and Grade 7/8 teacher Ivana Sergnese and her class; Gibson House Museum for providing 
both artifacts and the use of their space to create casts, Jocelyn Shewalter-Patterson and members of the 
Asbury and West United Church and all the people who shared their stories and treasures with me.



 

SUPPLEMENT 
The book contains 85 images of the artifacts contributed to be incorporated into the Spire Stelae 

sculptures at Cranbrooke Village condominium. The Supplement contains the artifacts that were not 

reproduced in the book. In this way the entire public contribution to these sculptures has been 

documented and will remain available to add to their appreciation in the future. 

The artifacts that were contributed by people and their comments about why they chose these items are 

a small slice of life in North York in the year 2013.  

The artifacts in the Supplement are organized by the location where they were collected. The first group 
was collected at Glen Park Public School and Our Lady of Assumption Catholic School. The second 
group was collected at three sessions, open to the public, at the Barbara Frum Library. The third group 
is from a public casting session held at Gibson House Museum and the last group is from the artifacts 
collected by Archaeological Services Inc. in their assessment of the significance of the site. 



School Casting Sessions

ALBERTO MANEJA (STUDENT)
 MY VOLLEYBALL MEDAL.

 "I picked it because it is my first volleyball 
medal."

JOSHUA CRUZ (STUDENT)
 MY FIRST CONTROLLER I USED.

 "I chose this object because it brings back 
memories when I was playing with my 

brother."

KHRYSTYN ABAD (STUDENT)
 MY EARRING FROM MY GRANDMOTHER.
 "It's important because my grandmother 

gave it to me before she died."

LOISSE ALFONSO (STUDENT)
 MY FIRST ONE DIRECTION NECKLACE.

           "It has sentimental value to me.        
One Direction is a band that formed in 2010 

(Louis, Liam, Harry, Zayn, Riall)."

CAMERON BAGHERI (STUDENT)
 PS3 CONTROLLER

 "I like to play with my PS3."

JULES GAMMAD (STUDENT)
 A BRACELET OF THE 12 SAINTS.

 "It represents God and the saints who saved 
us and is always there to help. By carrying it, I 

feel like I'm guarded by them."

   24



School Casting Sessions

MARIELLE MALIG  (STUDENT)
 A ROSARY FROM THE PHILIPINES - 2011.
 "My aunt gave it to me before I left for 

Canada."

AMIYA CASSANDRA REIS (STUDENT)
 MY HORSE SHOE. I GOT IT LAST YEAR.

 "I really love horses. This horse shoe means a 
lot to me because when I went to Arnprior, 

near Ottawa, I went to this horse ranch and I 
helped someone put the horse shoe on this 

horse. I went back last year and I 
remembered what I did and they gave me the 

horse shoe."

JAYLORD MATALANG (STUDENT)
 MY RIGHT HAND.

 "I have it since I was a baby, without it I 
wouldn't have learnt to write, and so I can 

carry my babies and put a wedding ring on my 
wife in the future."

ZSAKLIN GRECZI (STUDENT)
 A BLUE PHONE AND A BRACELET.

 "This is my favourite phone and I like this 
bracelet."

DENISE CATACUTAN (STUDENT)
 MY RIGHT BLACK KEDS 2012.

 "I was the first girl in the school to wear it. "

JAZMIN ULALAN (STUDENT)
 A PENDANT I WON AT MY LAST DANCE 

COMPETITION IN 2012 BEFORE QUITTING 
DANCE.

 "I want to remember that, no matter what, 
dancing was my life."
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School Casting Sessions

TRACEY DAO (STUDENT)
 SMALL OVAL PENDANT WITH MOTHER MARY 

ON IT.
 "I got it when I was young (Gr. 4) and I wear it 

everyday. It's soooo amazing!!!!"

SILVANA MARQUEZ (STUDENT)
 BLUE HEADPHONES - 2012.

 "I love music and music is the way I escape 
my life."

REIANHARTE ARADANAS (STUDENT)
 

 "My aunt gave it to me and  I've had it for 3 
years."

AYSHA SHANMUGASUNDARAM (STUDENT)
 A KARATE TROPHY WHERE A PERSON IS 

DOING A SIDE KICK WITH A BACK FIST. THIS IS 
A 4TH PLACE TROPHY.

 "It was my first competition. I was up against 
black belts and I was only a brown belt (2nd 

belt before a black belt) and I see to my 
surprise, I did good and came 4th. I treasure 
this trophy because I can keep the memory 

and I proved to myself that I could do 
anything I wanted to do."

JONATHAN (STUDENT)
 I USE THIS TO WRITE.

 "I chose this because it's the only thing I had 
with me."

IVANA SERGNESE (GRADE 7/8TEACHER - OUR 
LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION)
 MY LEFT HAND - 33 YEARS.

 "It is an important part of who I am - artist, 
teacher and friend."
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School Casting Sessions

RUTH DWORIN
 HAMSA CHARMS THAT HANG OVER MY 

DOOR.
 "These are items that 'protect'my home, and 

I want to protect our new home."

MIN TSING CHANG
 MOULD OF FACE - 2006.

 "It was part of my original art project. It was a 
mould used for my art work. It represents the 

internal and external of myself."

DANIEL BLUMENFELD
 MOUSE PLUSH TOY (HER NAME IS RINA). 

BOUGHT IT AROUND 1990.
 "My first long-term girlfriend (long distance) 
came to visit my city and we saw this plush 

toy in a mall. She wanted to give it to me - my 
girlfriend decided on the sex, I decided on the 
name. Rina became very alive in our internet 
messaging conversations and I took her to my 
subsequent trips to her city. The relationship 

with my girlfriend ended but Rina is very 
much alive. Rina is 3 years old (has always 

been, will always be) and she was my 
companion when I immigrated to Canada 

from Argentina. My older niece recently made 
a confession to me: for a very long time she 
was jealous of Rina, seeing how I related to 

her."

RUVEN (STUDENT)
 A CHESS PIECE. IT IS THE QUEEN.

 "I love chess and it was from my great-
grandmother."

CASSANDRA (STUDENT)
 A MUSIC BOX WITH A UNICORN.

 "I think it's 30 years old. My mom got it when 
she got her first wheelchair. Then I loved the 

music so I think it was really important."
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School Casting Sessions

FELSAN (STUDENT)
 IT'S A BINDER.

 "I Like school. It's fun. There are nice friends 
here and school is really important to me 

because I love learning."

MARCUS (STUDENT)
 IT'S A CHAMPIONS LEAGUE SOCCER BALL.
 "I really like soccer and I got it from my 

mother when she came back from England."

SENEM  (STUDENT)
 IT'S AMATHYST, A ROCK FROM THE ROM.
 "I think amathyst is really beautiful and I 

want to be a geologist."

MADELEINE  (STUDENT)
 THIS IS A KEY CHIAN SHAPED LIKE A HEART.

 "I chose this object because I love hearts and 
it's been passed down from my great-

grandmother."

SOPHIE (STUDENT)
 THIS IS A BUTTERFLY NECKLACE.

 "I chose it because it's from a different 
country."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

CHARMAINE RICHARDS
 CABBAGE PATCH DOLL NAMED BERNADINE 

RICHARDS.
 "It is the only object that I have from my 

childhood. I received her on Christmas Day in 
1983 at age of six. She has been with me 

throughout my life and I hope to share her 
with my future daughter some day."

SCOTT BRYCE
 SMALL CLAY (BISK FIRED) FIGURE SCULPTURE 

FROM 1980'S.
 "A sculpture for a sculpture."

RISA THAU
 CAT FIGURINE 2000

 "I have a cat that I love and this figurine was 
given to me as a present, representing him 

(Teddy)."

RETHA GANAPRAKASAN
 CRUCIFIX

 "It has hung on my bedroom wall for more 
than 20 years and is a source of comfort and 
spirituality for me and I wish for it to be part 

of the sculpture to provide solace and 
comfort for others."

KATRINA BALE
 WINNIE THE POOH

 "It was my husband's when he was a baby 
and now it's my daughters. We made her 
nursery a Winnie the Pooh theme. I was 8 

months pregnant when we bought our 
condo."

DEREK & LISA WHITE
 COIN TYPE TOKEN, SILVER METAL. AN ANGEL 
ON ONE SIDE, WORDS "ALWAYS WITH YOU" 

ON THE OTHER.
 "Represents family who are no longer with 

us. Tokens were purchased at Grouse 
Mountain."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

NEDA PATRICIA RUIZ
 MOA SCULPTURE

 

NEDA PATRICIA RUIZ
 DUCK LOON MADE OF WOOD.

 "Sculptures made by hand represent a lot to 
my husband and myself."

NEDA PATRICIA RUIZ
 BONE TOY

 "The bone toy belongs to our adorable 
puppy."

SABRINA IHAP
 FIRST NOKIA CELLPHONE. FIRST IPOD 

SHUFFLE.
 "These are my very first gadgets I bought 

with my first pay cheque! My travel 
companions that lasted me 3-5 years."

SERGEY VOROSHILOV
 A KEY FOR CANADA PENDANT WITH A RED 

MAPLE LEAF. C'EST UNE PORTE-CLE DU 
CANADA.

 "It was a gift from my very special friend who 
belongs to my family, which I received during 

my immigration process before arrival to 
Canada."

VITALY SOLDATENKO
 THE STONE IS THE SHAPE OF A HEART.
 "It was found in Canada by my mom."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

SUE MUNRO & GUINEVERE BELYEA-MUNRO
 HIPPO 2009

 "We love hippos and this one is a gift from 
my oldest and dearest friend. It was hand 

carved in Zambia."

SUE MUNRO & GUINEVERE BELYEA-MUNRO
 ANCIENT SHELL

 "It's from my favourite beach in Captiva, 
Florida and shells are as close to natural 

perfection of beauty as it gets."

JOHN BELYCA
 CHINESE COIN GIVEN IN 2004.

 "This is the earliest gift given me by my 
daughter that she chose herself."

RALPH BEVVIN
 CANDLESTICK BASE AND FISH FORM

 

RALPH BEVVIN
 FLAT CANDLE HANDALAH HOLDER

 

GINNIE LAU & STEVEN SZKOK
 ARTIFICIAL TULIPS 2010

 "The artifical tulips are from Hungary. We 
had a really good time when visiting this 

country and would like to always remember 
the joy and love we experienced there."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

LOUISE CHAN
 WALLET

 

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-PATTERSON
 CAMEO BROACH

 "Belonged to my paternal Grandmother. Was 
given to her in 1914 by the ladies' group of 

her church."

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-PATTERSON
 DANGLE EARINGS (MODERN)

 "Peter thought they were cool."

SCOTT BRYCE
 SMALL DISH, 1980'S

 "Interesting design of object."

SCOTT BRYCE
 WAR MEDAL WWII

 "Interesting shapes and designs"

SCOTT BRYCE
 POCKET (KEY CHAIN) UTILITY KNIFE

 "Interesting shapes and designs"

   32



At the Barbara Frum Library

SCOTT BRYCE
 HIGH SCHOOL COMBO LOCK 1960'S

 "Interesting shapes and designs"

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-PATTERSON
 BRONZE HORSE (THE CANADIAN HUNTER, 
SADDLE AND LIGHTHORSE IMPROVEMENT 

SOCIETY)
 "My Maternal Grandfather raised hunter 

horses and showed them at the Royal Winter 
Fair. He won three years in a row (1 statue - 

mother, 1 statue - my sister & 1 statue - 
mine). After winning 3 years in a row, he was 

given a large silver trophy."

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-PATTERSON
 WOODEN POTATO MASHER, LONG HANDLED 
COOKING SPOON, WOODEN BUTTER PRESS, 

CURLING IRON USED IN A HURRICANCE LAMP 
TO HEAT THE METAL END, NUTMEG GRATER, 

STONE INKWELL, THREE-SECTIONAL GLASS 
PERFUME BOTTLE ENCASED IN ORNATE 

FILIGREE GOLD HOLDER, SLEIGH BELLS USED 
ON A CUTTER, ORNATE PEARL-HANDLE PICKLE 

FORK, BRASS KNIFE SET USED TO BLOO-LET 
FOR THOSE WITH HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, 4 
CRYSTAL SALT SELLORS, CRYSTAL HOBNAIL 

SHOE ORNAMENT.
 "All items used by my maternal Grandmother 
1894-1988 and maternal great-grandmother 

1854-1940."

SANDRA BOOTH
 LOCKET AND CHAIN - 48 YEARS OLD.
 "It's the locket that my father (now 

deceased) gave to my mother as a wedding 
gift. She passed it on to me when they 

separated."

JUNE MENDOZA
 METAL DISC MADE BY MY DAUGHTER IN 

MARCH 1982 (32 YEARS AGO).
 "My daughter made it for Mothers' Day 32 

years ago. I have used it since on my key 
chains. It has sentimental value."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

SYLVIA SHEWALTER NIELSEN
 BRASS CANDLESTICK HOLDER, SILVER BISCUIT 

JAR LID, CRYSTAL INK WELL -1900'S, SILVER 
BABY ANNOUNCEMENT - 1961, SILVER BABY 
CUP - 1924, CRYSTAL KNIFE RESTS - 1900'S, 
SALT CELLAR - 1900'S, SWARSKY CRYSTAL 

ANGEL WIND - 1980.
 "This candle holder belonged to my 

grandmother. The lid covered the biscuits in a 
crystal container at my grandmother's home 
when I was a child. This inkwell was used by 

my grandmother. This was a rattle that I used 
when I was a baby. This silver cup was used by 

my grandfather when he was a child. The 
crystal knife rest was used by my great-

grandmother. The crystal salt cellar was used 
by my great-grandmother. I am a lover of 
crystal and believe we are surrounded by 

angels throughout our lives."

CHERYL PREMINGER
 COINS, BUTTERFLY, TEACUP, CROSS, MEDAL 

(HOLY).
 "Coins have been handed over to me as a 

child by my grandma. My mum, dad, brother, 
and husband have contributed to them. We, 

as a family of 4 ( husband, 2 children and 
myself) have added to them during our 

travels. We as children never hesitated to ask 
tourists we met during our journeys for coins 

to add to our collection and in the bargain 
making friends. Butterfly: bought during our 

travel in the U.K. Butterlies have been a joy to 
watch with our children, watching them chase 

after them. Butterfly to me symbolizes 
beauty, grace and freedom. Teacup: got 

during our travels. Symbolizes our culture 
where tea is an important part of life, and 

always offered to guests and visitors to our 
home. Cross: part of a well-used rosary. 

Symbolizes hopes and prayers of our family, 
especially for a bright future for us and our 

children, which has brought us to Canada and 
now we are Canadians. Medal: gifted by my 
late mother to keep us safe and protected."

CLARA YIP
 PLASTIC FLASH LIGHT

 "In 2009 my father brought the flash light to 
me before I came back to Canada. I believe 
the flash light represents to have a bright 

future for my life."

CLARA YIP
 A CHINESE ANCIENT COIN.

 "The coin represents the support of options 
for home, my family."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

CLARA YIP
 THE NECKLACE FROM WISH FOUNDATION ( A 

STAR) - 2007.
 "A star represents one of my wishes come 

true."

JOCELYN SHEWALTER-PATTERSON
 COFFEE GRINDER.

 "Items used by my grandmother (1894-1988) 
and great-grandmother (1854-1940)."

SYLVIA NIELSEN
 TWO CAST IRONS - 1854.

 "My great-grandmother heated theses irons 
up on the wood burning stove and then used 

them to iron their clothes"

ASBURY AND WEST UNITED CHURCH
 COMMUNION SET

 "Presented to T W Mulholland by Miss E 
Heslop 1898 and presented to Asbury and 
West Church on the occasion of the 50th 

Anniversay of the United Church of Canada, 
1975 by Miss Elsie Mulholland."

ASBURY AND WEST UNITED CHURCH
 HISTORIC CANDLESTICK

 "Only item recovered from the fire which 
destroyed the early frame church located on 

the Mulholland Farm in 1898."

ASBURY AND WEST UNITED CHURCH
 BAPTISMAL BOWL.

 "Presented to West Church Congregation by 
the Sabbath School Pupils - 1861"
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At the Barbara Frum Library

ASBURY AND WEST UNITED CHURCH
 BUST OF FRANCIS ASBURY

 "American Methodist 1745-1816."

TANYA CORA
 A CHILDREN'S WATCH BY KIENZLE, A GIFT 

FROM MY PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS, 
APPROXIMATELY 1975. MY GRANDFATHER 

WORKED FOR KIENZLE.
 "I chose an object from my childhood to 

remember my parents. When they married in 
1966, as an interracial couple, they could not 
find a place to live as landlords discriminated 

against them. The place they finally found was 
on the same block that this condo has been 
built on. Their building was probably located 

where the Bais Yaakov elementary school 
now is."

ASBURY AND WEST UNITED CHURCH
 CROSS, UNITED CHURCH CREST, CORNER 
STONE - 1950, AND ASBURY AND WEST 

UNITED CHURCH PIN
 "The Cross was presented to Asbury and 

West United Church by the choir in 1949. The 
stone comes from the face of the Asbury and 

West United Church. The Church and its 
message still lives: "We are building for 

eternity"."

LINO GONZALEZ
 MARACA CABANA - THIS MARACA IS 

APPROXIMATELY 3 YEARS OLD FROM THE 
FLEA MARKET IN HABANA CUBA. IT IS ONE OF 

THE MOST TRADITIONAL INSTRUMENTS IN 
CUBA.

 "I chose this object because maybe it isn't the 
most important object, but it represents Cuba 

very well so when people see it in this art 
project they will say there is a representation 

of Cuba."
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At the Barbara Frum Library

ADRIANO GONZALEZ SISON
 TOMICA THOMAS THE TRAIN

 "My two year old son loves everything to do 
with trains. This train is special because his 

uncle brought it back for him from Japan. My 
son loves building tracks and tunnels for his 

little trains."

STACEY SISON
 TOY HORSE PAINTED BY MY 2 YEAR OLD SON 

AT THE ROYAL WINTER FAIR 2013.
 "I chose this object because my 2 year old 

son painted it and he was so proud when he 
was finished. This horse represents me as a 
mother and how I feel about my son. He is 

beautiful and free and I am stable and strong."

LINDA COBON
 URN WITH ASHES OF STRAY CAT WHO LIVED 

AND ROAMED IN THIS AREA OF THE CITY.
 "This area was his home. Cat's name was 

'Sir'."

TUE VU & TRANG DO
 SNOWGLOBE, 18 YEARS OLD.

 "As a child, this was the first thing I've ever 
given her. She has always kept it close, even 

before we were together."

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 LICENCE

 "Cartage license City of Toronto"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 AX HEAD FROM SHEPPARD'S FARM
 "Given to me by Frank Sheppard"
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At Gibson House Museum

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 KNIFE FROM SHEPPARD'S FARM

 "Knife for trimming horses' hooves"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 BULL NOSE RING FROM 48 FAIRCHILD

 "Dug up in my backyard"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 BULL LEAD RING - FROM CHARLIE 

RISEBROUGH
 "For controlling cattle"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 BRUSH CLEANER FROM BAYSVILLE ONTARIO

 

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 BALL BULLET MAKER

 "Mold for making musket ball for pistol"

LILLIAN METHVEN
 BARN HARDWARE FROM A FIELD BEHIND 158 

ARNOLD AVENUE. PART OF A FARM ON 
HIGHWAY 7 AT BATHURST.
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At Gibson House Museum

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 SHELL PRESS

 

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 SHELL PRESS AND SHELLS

 

ALAN MCKENZIE
 TWO KEYS

 "The keys belonged to my father who 
operated Thos Graham & Sons hardware 

store from the late 1890's to 1974."

ALAN MCKENZIE
 CANADIAN COINS: 1978 SILVER DOLLAR, 

1968 & 1974 50 CENTS, 2 CONFEDERATION 
COINS, 11 PENNIES (1940-1949). MOON 

LANDING TOKEN, 1977 ELIZABETH II COIN, 9  
TOKENS SHOWING FAMOUS CANADIAN

 "The coins and tokens I have collected over 
the years."

ELIZABETH MCQUILLAN
 GAGE TO SHOW SIZE OF KNITTING NEEDLES

 "This gage belonged to my mother."

GEOFF GEDULD
 PEUGEOT FRERES PLIERS/WIRECUTTER - 8" - 

1914
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At Gibson House Museum

GEOFF GEDULD
 ROUND NOSED SMALL PLIERS - 5" - CIRCA 

1900
 

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 SPORAN - PART OF SCOTTISH DRESS

 "Made by my wife Betty."

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 RED DIAL PHONE

 

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 SCAPER

 

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 CHROMONICA - PLAYS NOTES PLUS SHARPS

 

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 HARMONICA
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At Gibson House Museum

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 NEEDLE NOSE PLIERS - EARLY SET

 

ROBERT MCQUILLAN
 MAGNIFYING GLASS

 

GREG SKELLY
 TOOLS - ITEMS ARE PRE-1953.

 "These tools were owned and used by my 
father, John (Jack) Skelly, building houses on 

Bedford Park Avenue, Woburn and Cranbrook 
as well as Ledbury in the Bathurst/Lawrence 
area. He and my mother cleared the lots by 

hand cutting down trees, which were used for 
heating. His houses were built from around 
1945 to 1953, when he died, age 48 years. I 

have kept his tool box and tools in my 
possession (keep), all my life, using the 

hammers, saws, crow-bars over the years. 
They are all dear to my heart, all are antiques 

to me."

GREG SKELLY
 TOOLBOX - TOOLS INCLUDE: SINGLE AX, 

BALLPEEN HAMMER, HORSE HOOF TRIMMER, 
AUGER - BRACE AND BIT, PLANE, PIPE 

WRENCH, FINISHING SAW, FOLDING RULER, 
TACK HAMMER, 4 CHISELS.

 

BILL AIRD
 END OF THE TRAIL MINIATURE

 "This is my favourite western art piece. I've 
seen the full size sculpture at the Rockwell 
Museum in Corning. My wife thinks it's too 

sad to have a larger replica."
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At Gibson House Museum

BILL AIRD
 COMPASS

 "A tool from my obsolete trade as a 
lithographer."

BILL AIRD
 DONKEY AND BABIES IN BRONZE

 "My favourite yard sale find"

BILL AIRD
 BASEBALL

 "I've run a slo-pitch league as a volunteer for 
18 years. The baseball represents the 

importance of volunteers in creating our 
cultural life."

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 BICYCLE GENERATOR

 

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 BICYCLE LICENCE

 "from 1948"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 SMALL OIL CAN
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At Gibson House Museum

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 GEAR WATER PUMP

 "Symbol of industry in North York"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 STOVE ELEMENT

 

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 CALIPERS

 "Machinists calipers made by my grandfather"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 CLAMP

 "4 inch wood clamp"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 FENCING PLIERS

 "For twisting wire, cutting and pulling staples"

DICK GOLDTHORPE
 SKILLSAW BLADE
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At Archaeological  Services Inc.

 ARTIFACTS FROM DIGS DONE BY ASI AT THE 
ASBURY AND WEST CHURCH SITE.

 Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment of The 
Asbury and West United Church Site (AkGu-81)

3180 Bathurst Street
Part of Lots 6 and 7, Concession 2 WYS

and Part of Block G, Registered Plan 3826
Geographic Township of York, City of Toronto

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI) was retained 

by Dell Park Cooperative Housing 
Development Corporation of Toronto, Ontario 

to conduct a Stage 3 archaeological 
assessment of the Asbury and West United 

Church Site (AkGu-81). The site is registered in 
the Ontario Archaeological Sites Database as a 
deposit of historical artifacts, some of which 
are contemporaneous with the construction 

of the first Asbury Methodist church circa 
1845 and its subsequent use by its 

congregation during the mid-to-late 
nineteenth century. The original wooden 

structure was demolished in 1899 and 
replaced by the present brick stone structure 
(enlarged in 1958) located at 3160 Bathurst 

Street, which serves the combined Asbury and 

West congregations.
The Stage 3 assessment comprised the 

excavation of 19 one-metre-square test units 
in the east lawn of the existing church. The 
original nineteenth-century landscape has 

been altered, as evident from units excavated 
along the 500N grid line, where the original 
topsoil had been graded away and replaced 

by landscape fill. South of this line, soil 
profiles indicated that layers of landscape fill, 

some of which contained demolition or 
construction debris, were added to cap the 
original ground surface and raise the grade 

around the church. It is concluded through an 
analysis of the artifacts and the stratigraphy 

that the area south of the 505N grid line does 
not contain a significant nineteenth-century 
midden deposit and may be considered free 

of archaeological concern.
The pattern is different north of the 505N grid 

line, where the original ground surface has 
not been capped with landscape fill, and it is 

apparent that a nineteenth-century midden is 
relatively intact east of the 205E grid line. 

Units 517N-210E, 515N-210E, and 507N-210E 
all contained quantities of refined 

earthenware ceramics from the early-to-mid 
nineteenth century, and personal items such 
as coins and smoking pipes. The presence of 
machine cut nails and window glass indicate 

that the midden was formed in proximity to a 
structure, possibly the circa 1845 Asbury 

Methodist Church.
The Stage 3 assessment has refined our 

understanding of the site formation process 
and the limits of the Asbury and West United 

Church site (AkGu-81). The site should be 
equated with the significant midden deposit, 
therefore, it is bounded by Saranac Boulevard 
on the north, Bathurst Street on the east, the 
205E grid line on the west, and the SOON grid 

line on the south. It is recommended that a 
comprehensive avoidance strategy be 

implemented so that the Asbury and West 
United Church site (AkGu-81) may be 

protected within the proposed property re-
development.

Archaeological Services Inc.
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At Archaeological  Services Inc.
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At Archaeological  Services Inc.

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   46
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At Archaeological  Services Inc.
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